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THE CHILDREN’S NATIONAL TUBERCU- 
LOSIS SOCIETY. 

In the Confidential Bulletin of The National 
Association for the Study and Prevention of 
Tuberculosis, for February, 1914, an acc. unt of 
the organization, history, and methods of the 
Children’s National Tuberculosis Society was 
given. Since that time the operations of the So- 
ciety have been so extended that it seems desir- 
able to issue a further statement in regard to them. 

Summarizing our previous report, it will be re- 
called that the Society was incorporated under 
the laws of Illinois in 1913. Its charter gives it 
almost unlimited powers with regard to the treat- 
ment and prevention of tuberculosis, but makes 
no mention of children. Its literature, however, 
has always advertised the fact that a national 
home was to be or has been established at Ala- 
mogordo, N. M., for the treatment of tuberculous 
children, and that similar “camps” would be 


established from time to time in various parts of 
the United States. 

The officers of the Society since its incorpora- 
tion have been as follows: 

Dr. Cyrille Vermeren, President; 

Dr. David H. Reeder, Vice-President; 

Dr. Paul Burmaster, Secretary; - 


Dr. David B. Lyman, Jr., Treasurer. 

The Society has endeavored from the very first 
to secure funds by means of female solicitors and 
through the sale of a little magazine by women 
on the streets of large cities. The magazine is 
called “Our Tuberculous Children,” and is sold 
for 10 cents a copy. Little effort seems to be 
made to get annual subscriptions, the profits 
being greater apparently in selling single copies. 
The sale of this publication has produced a con- 
siderable’ monthly revenue im such cities as 
Chicago, St. Louis, Detroit, and elsewhere. In 
St. Louis, it was. estimated that as high as $250 
a month was realized by the Society. In 
selling the magazine, the women, who are care- 
fully selected for their attractive appearance, gen- 
erally give the impression (whether designedly or 
not cannot be said) that the money from the sale 
of the magazine goes for local tuberculosis work 
or at least for the benefit of local children. This 


appeal, together with the fact that small sums 
only are solicited, accounts apparently for success 
in some cities. 

The National Association, as early as October, 
1913, requested that the Society publish a financial 
statement, but although similar requests have 
been made by the National and other associations 
since then, no such report has ever been received. 
It is hard, therefore, to give accurate information 
as to the money received and expended. In Octo- 
ber, 1914, however, Dr. Burmaster appeared be- 
fore a committee of one of the business men’s 
organizations of the city of St. Louis and made 
some interesting statements. He said among 
other things that in most cases, his female solici- 
tors received 5c out of every 10c from the sale of 
the magazine. Out of the remaining 5c, he had 
to publish and distribute the magazine. On a 
most economical and conservative basis, this ap- 
parently would leave only 4c out of every 10c to 
be devoted to tuberculosis work, making the cost 
of collection sixty per cent. Dr, Burmaster also 
stated that at that time (early in October) he 
had about $8,000 on. hand, with which he was 
planning to open and equip the sanatorium at 
Alamogordo. It was pointed out to him that this 
sum would not carry him very far, but he replied 
that he would be able to keep the institution open 
from the monthly sales of: the magazine. He 
seemed to be convinced of the need for the sana- 
torium and was enthusiastic to get it started. 
Since that time the institution has opened and 
at the last report, early in January, had a few 
patients. From all reports available, the institu- 
tion is apparently operating along strictly ethical 
lines. 

Dr. Burmaster claimed when in St. Louis that 
he has a warranty deed to the property at Al- 
amogordo, on which there is a mortgage for sev- 
eral thousand dollars. It appears that, under the 
terms of the deed, he must pay off the mortgage. 
in a specified time or the property will be taken 
from him. 


With regard to the records of 
the men at the head of the Society, the National 
Association has been able to ascertain from the 
American Medical Association, some interesting, 
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A Standard Pamphlet. 


Work upon a standard pamphlet on “The Care 
of the Consumptive” is now progressing under 
the direction of a committee of the National 
Association of. which Dr. Charles L. Minor of 
Asheville (N. C.) ‘is the chairman. The pam- 
phlet will embody the most approved facts with 
reference to tuberculosis which every layman 
should know. Its object will be to state in an 
authoritative way what is now known with ref- 
erence to tuberculosis. While the pamphlet will 
deal primarily with the care of the tuberculous, 
it will also present the best infcrmation available 
on the prophylaxis against the disease. 

Suggestions with regard to the pamphlet will 
be welcomed and may be sent directly to Dr. 
Minor or to the office of the National Association. 


To Help Physicians. 


At a recent meeting of the Executive Com- 


mittee of The National Association for the Study 


and Prevention of Tuberculosis, steps were taken 
to begin a movement, the object of which will be 


to' promote among medical practitioners and stu- 
dents in medical colleges more interest in tuber- 


culosis. ‘The various steps of the campaign have 


not-been ‘fully worked out, but it is planned im- 
mediately to urge every. medical college in the 


country to devote more attention to the medical 


‘and social aspects of the tuberculosis problem. 
-At a later date a campaign for the instruction of 


practitioners in the latest and most approved 
methods of diagnosis and treatment will be under- 
taken. 


_. Pamphlet on Tuberculosis Legislation. 
“A ‘pamphlet on tuberculosis legislation has just 
been issued by The National Association for the 
Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis. The pamph- 
let is designed to be a handbook on various phases 
of legislation dealing with tuberculosis for anti- 
tuberculosis workers, legislators and others. 

The study is divided into two parts, the first con- 
taining a summary of the legislation on tuberculosis 
considered and enacted by the forty legislatures 
in session in 1913. Since almost every conceiv- 
able kind of bill was discussed that year, this 
section of the pamphlet gives a good idea of the 
various kinds of laws that deal with tuberculosis. 

The second part of the study takes up a de- 
tailed analysis and comparison of some of the most 
important and pressing phases of tuberculosis legis- 
lation, such as laws dealing with registration and 
reporting of living cases; compulsory segrega- 
tion; district and joint hospitals; state subsidies 
to local hospitals; and popular hospital referen- 
dums. Under each chapter the laws dealing with 
the subject are compared section by section, the 
differences and similarities being clearly brought 
out. Comment on the desirability of various 
features has for the most part been omitted. The 
Appendix contains the text of most of the groups 
of laws mentioned in Part II. 

The price of the pamphlet has been fixed at 15c 
per copy in lots of 25 or more, and at 20c per copy, 
in smaller quantities. These prices include trans- 
portation. Orders may be placed at any time. 


An Information File. 


In order that all of the facilities of the Executive 
Office of The. National Association for the Study 
and Prevention of Tuberculosis may be usable in 
convenient form to anti-tuberculosis workers, it 
is planned in the near future to institute an In- 
formation File. 

This system wil! collate under a limited number 
of main heads, with appropriate sub-groupings, ll 
of the available data which the National Associa- 
tion now has at its disposal. When once this in- 
formation is appropriately assembled, it will be 
possible to give anti-tuberculosis workers through- 
out the country the benefit of the files. 

To illustrate how this file would be of value, 
suppose an inquirer wishes to know what :informa- 
tion is available on Diet in Tuberculosis. This data 
is now in many different places. The new file, while 
it would not bring all of the chapters of books, 
pamphlets, letters, notes and other references on 
diet into one place, would tell on one’ catd where all 
of this material could be secured. At the present 
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TEACHING HEALTH WITH A PLAY. 


By E. G. Rourzaun, Associate Director, Department 
of Surveys and Exhibits of Russell Sage | 
Foundation. 

One of the most striking features of the recent 
Springfield (Ill.) Civic Exhibit was the series of 
playlets given by local talent, teaching in dramatic 
form a number of lessons much better than could 
be done in the ordinary way. The plays were all 
simply constructed and can readily be adapted to 
any community and given in almost any place. 

Brief summaries of some of the plays are given 
below and the complete play, “The Imps and. the 
Children,” will be published in full in next month’s 
Butietin and will give anti-tuberculosis workers a 
better idea of how to do it. 

In an attractive pavilion in the center of the 
Exhibition Hall the following series of five 
fifteen-minute plays were given. The same play is 
repeated several times during a given afternoon and 
evening, so that it may be seen by all. 

The Playmaker—The school recess bell rings, and 
boys come running out in a disorderly manner. 
Some stand around idly, others shout and run, and 
some of them are fighting. Then the Playmaker 
comes and interests several different groups in 
games, until they are enjoying wholesome, lively and 

“worth-while” play. 

A Bundle or a Boost—Father Springfield, benevo- 
lent and kind-hearted, listens to tales of distress 
from the poor, and gives them the things they ask 
for. Mr. Better Helper watches for awhile, and 
then goes out to investigate the cause of their pov- 
erty and troubles, and tries to remedy that. He re- 
fuses to give them baskets, but they are soon able 
to help themselves. 

The Imps and the Children—The “Handicap Imps,” 
Weak Eyes, Score Throat, Can’t Hear, and the rest, 
attack the unprotected school children and glory in 
their success in a mad “Dance cf the Imps.” But 
when the School Board is told how dangerous the 
Imps have become, they call doctors and nurses, 
Test Tubes and Air Pumps, and drive the Imps off 
in a patrol wagon. Then the children, who have 
dropped like tired flowers, spring up and dance with 
gladness. 

The Two Birthdays—There is joy in Mrs. Brady’s 
little home, for her Joe isa man with a steady job, 
and it is Tim’s birthday, and Tim has won honors 
at school. But the mine closes, leaving Joe without 
a job. Mrs. Brady and Tim go to. work, so.that 
on Nannie’s birthday the home shows neglect, . the 
children have become unmanageable and the purse 
is empty. At last, Joe gets: a job that will support 


them until the mine opens again, and their troubles 
are over for awhile. 

Why the Gang Broke Up—Four young men, who 
are in the habit of loafing about the streets, decide 
to break up the gathering at a school social center. 
However, when they find their way into the classes, 
the gymnasium, the dramatics, the choral, and the 
dancing, they are embarrassed by the cordiality of 
those in charge and surprised at the fun the young 
people are having. Then gradually each is drawn 
into one of the groups and the gang is broken up, 
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A CONTINUED SHOW WINDOW ~ 
EXHIBIT STORY. 

Divide your exhibit story into a number of chap- 
ters, each chapter to be developed by photographs, 
mottoes, models, products from the story, etc. 

Arrange to have these exhibits installed in win- 
dows in consecutive order along the main business 
street, one or more windows to be occupied on a 
block. 

If possible arrange the story so that it will read 
fairly well going or coming, although you need not 
sacrifice the telling of the story in one direction in 
order to make it read fairly well in both directions. 

In each window include a sign on somewhat this 
order: “See the next chapter at No. 365,” or “At 
Scott’s Hardware Store,” or “Continued at No. 365,” 
and so on. Then add “Going west see the next 
chapter at No. 299,” etc. 

You can vary or strengthen the story by using 
red arrows pointing in opposite directions in con- 
nection with the above directions. Then on the face 
of the window or suspended in front of the window 
there might be a heavy red arrow or spear-head 
pointing downward. Or the tuberculosis society’s 
emblem might be hung over the sidewalk in front 
of each exhibiting window. This will give a chance 
for newspaper dope about “seeing the red arrows” 
or “following the red arrows.” 

Mary Swain Routzahn. 


An Information File. 

(Continued from Page 2.) 
time the association has this information in special 
books on tuberculosis, in its transactions, in numer- 
ous reports and pamphlets, in memoranda, letters 
and elsewhere. The feature of this file, which would 
be based on a simplified library catalog, would be 
the assembly of these references in one conven- 
ient place. It will be planned so that the file may 
be cumulative and that it may contain references 
to literature outside of the office files. 

Anti-tuberculosis workers can help the office of 
the National Association by suggesting subjects for 
this file: “Send in a list of topics on tuberculosis or 
related fields in which you are.interested. The more 
topics of this kind that are available, the greater will 
be the value of the work. 

You. are cordially invited and urged to use the 
facilities. of the National Association office. : Don't 
be afraid to ask questions. The office is maintained 
for your benefit, and not to further itself. 
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‘The Children’s National Tuberculosis 
Society. 
 (Continued- from Page 1.) 

facts concerning three of them. The following is 
a quotation from a recent letter from one of the 
officers of the American Medical Association: 

“Both Vermeren and Burmaster appear to be 
more or less closely connected with the L. D. 
Rogers and the ‘National Medical University’ of 
Chicago, of which Rogers is president. Vermeren 
is a graduate of the National Medical University. 
Burmaster was formerly, if he is not now, con- 
nected with the so-called university and was a 
close co-worker with L. D. Rogers. The Na- 
tional Medical University is, or was until it went 
out of existence, a medical school of the ‘Sun- 
down’ variety, that for some time before it went 
out of existence was not recognized by either the 
Illinois State Board of Health or any other state 
boards. 
’ “Both Vermeren and Burmaster together with 
Rogers were the incorporators of “The Interna- 
tional Association of Pan-Pathic Physicians.’ _ 

“Dr. David H. Reeder is not an M.D., although 
he claims to be a Ph.D. (university not men- 
tioned). We learn that Reeder used to operate 
a so-called health sanitarium in Chicago. Later, 


he became president of the Home Remedies Com- 


pany of La Porte, Indiana. This concern ex- 


- ploited patent medicines on the mail-order plan, 


and Reeder conceived the novel idea of getting 
a mailing list by publishing a so-called Home 
Health Club department in country newspapers. 
The readers were urged to correspond with the 


’ Home’ Health Club or with Dr. David H. Reeder, 


if they wanted any information pertaining to the 
subject of health. The poor dupes that wrote 
were urged either to purchase one of Reeder’s 
publications or buy somie of the preparations put 
out by the Home Remedies Company. 

“One poor woman in South Dakota wrote to 
this man about her mother, describing a case of 
carcinoma of the breast. Reeder replied that he 
was inclined to think that her mother’s condition 
was one of cancer of the breast and that although 
such cases are considered quite severe by many 
physicians, they are not at all incurable. He then 


“went.on to state that many persons with cancer 
- of the breast have been fully restored to health 


without, surgery, just by following the Home 
Health Club method of treatment, as described in 
Volume 2 under the heading Breast Cancer. 

“He further suggested that she procure this 
book for her mother and he predicted good re- 
sults. The price asked for the book was $3. The 
letter then suggested that the womiun also take a 


special preparatiun of the tissue elements which 


were to be had of the Home Remedies Company. 
The price of the preparation in this case would 
be $2. Furthermore, he adds:: ‘The same firm 
handles under the name of Grandmother's Tumor 
Remiedy an absorbent liniment of great value for 
external:use in cases Of this kind. 
the price Of $2 per bottle. = i. 


“In addition to selling its nostrums, the Home 
Remedies concern, through Reeder, tried to sell 
stock in the fakery to the public. Reeder also 
publishes what he calls the Home Health Quar- 
terly Magazine. This, I find, is now issued from 
Chicago and from the same address that is given 
in the telephone directory as Reeder’s office, 5039 
Cottage Avenue. I find, too, that the Home 
Remedies Company is now advertised not from 
La Porte, Indiana, but from a post office box in 
Chicago. Evidently the fakery, bag and baggage 
has been transferred from Indiana to Illinois. 

“We have no record of David B. Lyman, Jr., 
but it is quite evident that the personnel of three- | 
quarters of the officers of the Children’s National 
Tuberculosis Society is not such as to inspire 
confidence.” 
. The police of Cleveland recently stopped the ac- 
tivities of the society’s agents. Similar action has also 
been taken in Chicago and Omaha, although in these 
cities it has not been possible to prohibit all solicita- 
tion. 

In the light of the information at hand, The 
National Association for the Study and Preven- 
tion of Tuberculosis is unable to approve, en- 
dorse, or in any way countenance the policy and 
methods of the Children’s National Tuberculosis 
Society for the following reasons: 

1, The policy of the scciety in establishing a 
sanatorium for tuberculous children at Alamo- 
gordo, New Mexico, is open to grave question. It 
is self-evident to any nurse, physician, or layman, 
who has had dealings with consumptives, that 
few, if any parents, would allow their tuberculous 
children to be carried so far away from home 
as for instance from St. Louis to Alamogordo. If 
it becomes necessary to carry along one or both 
parents, the element of expense would seem to be 
prohibitive. 

2. The percentage of cost of ecliessing the 
funds for the Association is so large as to call for 
severe criticism. 

3. The use of female solicitors eho are ap- 
parently instructed to give the impression to 
many who buy that the funds collected are for 
local work would seem to be a species of mis- 
representation. 

4. The persistence of these female solicitors 
often induces people to contribute the small 
amount of 10 cents simply to get rid of the 
woman, thus making. the collection of funds ap- 


" pear cithér in the nature of begging or of 8 


“hold -up. ” 

5. The personal character and records of cer- 
tain of the officers of the society appear to be 
open to considerable suspicion. As indicated 
above, it would seem that at least three out of 
four of the officers ‘have been or are now con: 
nected with other Inddical enterprises” ofa ques 
tionable nature. 
6. The wative project’ of the Sedicty'is pocrly 
considered and is not related, either in its incep- 
tion; or in its development, to other phases or 
agencies of the ianti-tuberculosis campaign. 
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